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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 
1.-2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim ^ 39, wherein at the collecting step, the 
environmental information is collected through a radio communication system or a wired 
communication system connecting the environmental sensors and the base device. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4- 39, wherein at the collecting step, each 
environment sensor transmits the environment^ information either automatically or in 
response to a request from the base device. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4r 39, further coniprising the step of: 
commanding a measurement condition setting update from the base device to at least 

one of the plurality of environment sensors when ^ environmental information measured by 
the at leaat ono environment sensor meets a prescribed condition forjudging a need for 
sensor measurement condition change. 

'I 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim i 39, wherein at the providing step, the 
base device provides the environmental information for a current location of the individual 
user which is registered by the individual user in advance or automatically detected 
according to a communication with the individual user, or the environmental information for 
a location close to the current location, in response to an information acquisition request 
made by the individual user through the network. 
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7. (Currently amended) The method of claim + 39, wherein at the moaGuring collecting 
step, each environment sensor measures collects an amount of pollens scattering at a the 
region in which each environment sensor is arranged, such that the base device coll e cts 
poll e n amount info r mation from e ach e mdronmont s e nsor at tho ooll e oting s tep, processes Sie 
pollen amount inforaiation to obtain pollen infomiation at the processing step, and provides 
at least a portion of t he pollen information at the providing step. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein at the processing step, the base device 
applies statistical information processing including integrating processing and averaging 
processing with respect to the pollen amoimt information collected from the environment 
sensors, such that the base device stores the pollen amount inforaiation and processed pollen 
amount information at the storing step. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein at the storing step, the base device 
stores the pollen amoxmt information along with date and time information indicating date 
and time at which the pollen amotmt information is obtained, and 

the base device processes the pollen amount information for each region as a function 
of the date and time information at the providing step, 

1 0. (Original) The method of ctaim 7, wherein at the processing step, the base device 
judges whether each region is in a state with little pollens or a state with many pollens, 
according to the pollen amount information, and 

the base device provides the pollen information indicating a state of each region as the 
state with little pollens or the state with many pollens at the providing step, 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein at the processing step, the base device 
produces a pollen distribution area information indicating regions in the state with little 
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pollens and regions in the state with many pollens in a form of a map, or a pollen border 
information indicating a border between the regions in the state with little pollens and 
regions in the state with many pollens on the map, and 

the base device provides the pollen information including the pollen distribution area 
information or the pollen border information at the providing step. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the processing step includes 
the steps of: 

storing the pollen information indicating the state of each region in a pollen 
information database; 

storing the user information of each user including a user ID and a user specified 
region which are registered by each user, in a personal information database; and 

updating the pollen information database when tlie state of one of the plurality of 
regions has changed as a result of repeating the judging part of the processing step by using 
newly obtained pollen amount information, while searching through the personal information 
database to acquire user E)s of relevant users who registered said ©ne region that the state 
has been changed as the user specified region; 

wherein the base device provides the pollen information for notifying a change of the 
state of said regio n that the state has been chang ed to the relevant users according to the 
user IDs acquired from the personal information database at the providing step. 
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13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the processing step includes 
the steps of: 

judging a pollen amount level of each region according to the pollen amount 
information for each region as one of a plurality of pollen amount levels, and storing the 
pollen amount level of each region in a pollen information database; 

storing the user information of each user including a user ID, a user specified region, 
arid a correspondence table indicating a correspondence between the plurality of pollen 
amount levels and a plurality of pollen allergy symptoms of each user which are registered 
by each user, in a personal information database; 

searching through the pollen information database to acquire the pollen amount level 
of the user specified region of ea^ a selected one of the^u sers^ while searching through the 
personal information database to acquire the correspondence table of eaeh the selected^u scr; 
and 

obtaining one pollen allergy symptom of eaeh the selected user that corresponds to 
the pollen amount level of the user specified region of aaeb the selected u ser acquired fi-om 
the pollen inforaiation database according to the correspondence table cif eaeb the selected 
user acquired jfrom the personal information database; 

wherein the base device provides the pollen information including a pollen warning 
information that indicates said one pollen allergy symptom to eaeh the selected u ser at the 
providing step. 

14. -15. (Cancelled). 
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16. (Currently amended) The environmental information providing system of claim 44 
40, wherein the first communication unit collects the environmental information through a 
radio communication system or a wired communication system connecting the 
environmental sensors and the environmental information providing system. 

1 1, (Currently amended) The environmental information providing system of claim 44 
40, wherein each envirojiment sensor transmits the environmental information either 
automatically or in response to a request from the environmental information providing 
system. 

1 8. (Cuirently amended) The environmental information providing system of claim 44 
40, wherein the first communication unit also commands a measurement condition setting 
update to at least one of the plurahtv of enviroimient sensors when ^ envirorunental 
information measured by the at loast ono envirorunent sensor meets a prescribed condition 
for judging a need for sensor measurement condition change. 

19. (Currently amended) The environmental information providing system of claim 44 
40, wherein the second corrmiunication unit provides the environmental information for a 
current location of the individut^ user which is registered by the individual user in advance 
or automatically detected according to a communication with the individual user, or the 
environmental information for a location close to the current location, in response to an 
information acquisition request made by the individual user through the network. 
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20. (Currently amended) The environmental information providing system of cl aim 44 
40, wherein caoh cnvironmont sensor mj e apuroa an amount of pollena aoQttoring at a region in 
which oach e mironm e nt s e nsor ia oirongod, - the first communication unit collects pollen 
amount information from each environment sensor, the processing unit processes the pollen 
amount information to obtain pollen information, and the second communication unit 
provides at least a portion of the pollen information. 

2 1 . (Original) The environmental information providing system of claim 20, wherein 
the processing unit applies statistical information processing including integrating processing 
and averaging processing with respect to the pollen amount information collected from the 
environment sensors^ and 

the database stores the pollen amount information and processed pollen amount 
information. 

22. (Original) The environmental information providing system of claim 20, wherein 
the database stores the pollen amount information along with date and time information 
indicating date and time at which the pollen amount information is obtained, and 

the processing unit processes the pollen amount information for each region as a 
function of the date and time information. 

23 . (Original) The environmental information providing system of claim 20, wherein 
the processing unit judges whether each region is in a state with little pollens or a state with 
many pollens, according to the pollen amount information, and 

the second communication unit provides the pollen information indicating a state of 
each region as the state with little pollens or the state with many pollens. 
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24, (Original) The environmental information providing system of claim 23, wherein the 
processing unit produces ^ pollen distribution area information indicating regions in the state 
with little pollens and regions in the state with many pollens in a form of a map, or a pollen 
border information indicating a border between the regions in the state with little pollens and 
regions in the state with many pollens on the map, and 

the second communication unit provides the pollen information including the pollen 
distribution area infonnation or the pollen border information. 

25. (Currently amended) The environmental information providing system of claim 23, 
wherein the processing unit stores the pollen information indicating the state of each region 
in a pollen infonnation database; stores the user information of each user including a user ID 
and a user specified region which are registered by each user, in a personal information 
database; and updates the pollen information database when fee a_state of one of the plurahty 
of regions has changed as a result of repeating the judging part of the processini^ step by 
using newly obtained pollen amount information, while searching throu^ the personal 
information database to acquire user IDs of relevant users who registered said me region that 
the state has been changed as the user specified region; and 

the second communication unit provides the pollen information for notifying a change 
of the state of said region that the state has been changed t o the relevant users according 
to the user IDs acquired fiom the personal information database. 
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26. (Currently amended) The environmental information providing system of claim 20, 
wherein the processing unit judges a pollen amoimt level of each region according to the 
pollen amount inforaiation for each region as one of a plurality of pollen amount levels, and 
stores the pollen amount level of each region in a pollen information database; stores the user 
information of each user including a user ID, a user specified region, and a correspondence 
table indicating a correspondence between the plurality of pollen amount levels and a 
plurality of pollen allergy symptoms of each user which are registered by each user, in a 
personal information database; searches through the pollen itifoimation database to acquire 
the pollen amount level of the user specified region of ea^ a selected one of the users, while 
searching through the personal information database to acquire the correspondence table of 
eaeb the selected u ser: and obtains one pollen allergy symptom of eaeh the selected user that 
corresponds to the pollen amount level of the user specified region of ea^ the selected u ser 
acquired from the pollen information database according to the correspondence table of eaeh 
the selected user acquired from the personal information database; and 

the second communication unit provides the pollen information including a pollen 
warning information that indicates said one pollen allergy sjonptom to ea^ the selected u ser. 

27. -38. (Cancelled). 
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39- (Currently amended) A niethod for providing environmental infonnati on to users, 
comprising the steps of: 

moajuring onvironm e ntal information automatically by each of a plurolit)^ of 
onvironmont isongors arrang e d at a plurality' of regions; 

collecting fee environmental inforaiation measured by each a plurality of environment 
senso rs arranged at a plurality of regions automatioa it y in a base device; 

storing the envirormaental information collected from the plurality of environment 
sensors in the base device; 

processing the envirormiental information in the base device according to a user 
information of an individual u s er one of the users : 

providing processed environmental information from the base device to the individual 
user through a network connecting the users and the base device; and 

commanding a measurement condition setting update of all sensors in a region one of 
the plurality of regions for carrying out the admeasurement from the base device, when at 
least one environrnent sensor operated to carry out the measurement in a s e l e cted rogion the 
one of the plurality of readons m easures a large amount of pollens. 
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40. (Currently amended) An environmental infonnation providing system, comprising; 

a plurality of environment oongoro arranged at a plurality of r e gions and configurod to 
measur e e nvironm e ntal information automatically; 

a first commimication unit configured to collect tiie environmental information 
measured by each e nvironment sensor a pluralitv of environment sensors arranged at a 
plurality of regions automatioallv : 

a database configured to store the environmental information collected fi-om the 
plurality of environment sensors by the first communication unit; 

a processing unit configured to process the environmental information stored in the 
database according to a user infonnation of ^ one of a pluralitv of i ndividual users; 

a second commimication unit configured to provide processed environmental 
information obtained by the processing unit to the individu al user through a network 
connecting the users and the environmental information providing systen^ and 

a commanding unit configured to command a measurement condition setting update 
of all sensors in a r e gion one of the plurality of regions f or carrying out <be admeasurement, 
when som e at least one environment sensor operated to carry out the measurement in a 
s e t e oted r e gion the one of the plurahtv of regions m easures a large amount of pollens. 

41. (New) The method of claim 39, further comprising applying information protection to 
the user infonnation and the processed environmental information, 

42. (New) The environmental information providing system of claim 40, wherein the 
processing xmit and the second communication unit apply an information protection to the 
user information and the processed environmental information. 
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